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1 . WE ARE EXTREMELY SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE WILLINGNESS OF 
THE SOVIET UNION TO HELP INDIA ACQUIRE NUCLEAR POWERED 
WARSHIPS (NPWS). 

2. THE SOVIET NAVY HAS YET TO COMMISSION A NUCLEAR POWERED 
SURFACE COMBATANT, AND IT IS THEREFORE UNLIKELY THAT THE 
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USSR IS CONTEMPLATING PROVIDING INFORMATION TO INDIA ABOUT 
PLATFORMS IT DOES NOT HAVE ITSELF. EVEN MOSCOW'S OLDEST 
NUCLEAR POWERED SUBMARINES ARE STILL OPERATIONAL SOVIET 
NAVY UNITS, AND AS A RESULT, LIKELIHOOD THAT SSNS WOULD BE 
SOLD TO INDIA IS LOW. FURTHERMORE, SOVIETS HAVE TRADI 
TIONALLY BEEN EXTREMELY PROTECTIVE OF SUBMARINE REACTOR 
TECHNOLOGY AND WE FIND NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT A POLICY 
SHIFT HAS OCCURRED IN THAT AREA. 

3. FINALLY, INDIAN NAVY EXPANSION PLANS CALL FOR INCREAS- 
ING RELIANCE IN THE FUTURE ON INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION. AC- 
QUIRING NPWS, WHICH INDIA IS FAR FROM READY TO PRODUCE, 

WOULD BE INCONGRUENT WITH THIS POLICY. FURTHER, THE MONEY 
WHICH NPW ACQUISITION WOULD REQUIRE IN PURCHASE AND 
TRAINING COSTS WOULD IMPACT ADVERSELY ON CURRENT PLANS FOR 
INDIAN NAVY EXPANSION. 

4. YOU MAY DRAW ON ABOVE INFORMATION IN REPLYING TO 
KHALATBARY. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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